
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phases 2 & 3 reintroduces the celebration of liturgy & sacraments including 
Weekday Mass, Baptisms, Confessions, Funerals, Weddings, and Sunday Masses 
beginning Monday, June 15, 2020. We look forward to welcoming you home! 
 

Daily Mass:   Monday-Saturday at 9:00 AM 
Sunday Mass:   5:00 PM (Vigil), 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM 
Confessions:   Saturday at 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM 
 
All who enter the Church must take note that: 
 

§ Wearing masks and practicing 6’ social distancing (between households) is mandatory. 
§ Sanitizers will be available, but all are encouraged to bring their own & wipe down pews. 
§ Please enter only through the main church doors. Handicap only access is available 

through O’Connor Hall as usual. 
§ Christian patience, cooperation, charity, and humility is essential to make this work! 
§ You will be greeted and seated by our staff and ushers. Seating will be assigned so we 

can accommodate as many people as possible with the limitations. 
§ Posted guidelines and procedures must be observed. 
§ Public restrooms will remain closed. 
§ All trash and personal belongings must be removed from the pews. 

 
 

Some important considerations for liturgy with limited seating capacity 
(as directed by the Archdiocese of Newark): 
 

§ Since individuals and households will be seated one by one, arriving 10-15 minutes early 
is necessary for us to start on time. 

§ Missalettes have been removed from the pews. Feel free to bring your own copies of 
Daily Mass readings or other worship aids. 

§ The Offertory Procession has been omitted as part of the liturgy. Please make your 
offering(s) in the baskets as you enter or exit the Church. 

§ The Sign of Peace should be made with no physical contact. 
§ The Holy Eucharist will only be distributed in the species of the Host received in the hand. 
§ After receiving the Eucharist, lift your mask, and reverently receive the Host in your 

mouth. 
§ Please be patient during Dismissal and observe instructions and social distancing. 
§ Overflow seating may be available in O’Connor Hall only after the Church capacity is 

exceeded. 
  
Even with best health practices and strict social distancing, anyone who enters a public space would 
recognize there is a risk of contracting the Coronavirus. Improved cleaning will occur at STM, but no 
one should expect they will be any safer from germs than in other public spaces. 



The General Dispensation Cardinal Tobin for all the faithful continues. All are dispensed from 
Sunday Obligation and “Easter Duty” to receive the Holy Eucharist. Live-streaming efforts will 
continue on Sundays until further notice. You can visit www.STMChurch.net for the latest 
schedule. Prayer and spiritual resources are also regularly posted on our FB page. 
 
Please remain home if… 
 

§ You show symptoms of COVID-19 or have been exposed to another 
infected person (for 14 days as per national, state, and local directives) 

§ You are at-risk due to underlying health issues 
§ You are sick or have a sick family member at home 
§ You are unwilling to practice patience, cooperation, charity, or humility 
§ You refuse to wear a mask or practice 6’ social distancing 

 
  

  
 
One of the most difficult sacrifices for Catholics during this time of COVID-19 

has been the suspension of our public prayer, worship, and the Sacramental life. We all 
hunger for spiritual nourishment in the Eucharist and Sacraments. We yearn to physically live 
the communion of the Body of Christ. 
 

While we are eager to return to our parish church, the process must be executed in a safe 
and prudent way. Reliant on your Christian patience, cooperation, charity, and humility, and 
continued health and improvement in the pandemic situation, we are able to continue this 
gradual reopening.  
 

We are thankful for your perseverance in faith, hope, and charity. We are thankful for the 
ways you remained spiritually connected to the St. Thomas More Parish Family as we 
#StandUnitedInPrayer. We are thankful for your outpouring of love and generosity to provide 
for our ministry and mission, especially through these tough times. 
 

We pray that this reunion with the Sacraments and the Eucharist may be a time of 
spiritual refreshment, renewal, and recommitment to our identity. We are disciples of Jesus 
Christ and are members of His Body who are called to authentically live and follow His 
commandments. 
 

Please continue to pray for good health, healing, and peace in our world. Pray that our 
gradual reopening may not be halted or hindered, but be overshadowed by the Holy Spirit, 
Our Lady, Mary, Mother of the Church, and Our Patron, Saint Thomas More. 
 

As we “open wide the doors to Christ” (Saint John Paul II), we say “Welcome Home, STM!” 
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